Ian Brown When our son Ian was 11 months old we noticed a mysteriously swollen lymph node in his groin. After five months of tests and scans, we finally knew the cause when a biopsy revealed he was suffering from Langerhans cell histiocytosis (LCH) of the bones and lymph nodes. Ian underwent eight months of chemotherapy to try to combat the bone deteriorating effects of this disease. Unfortunately, he quickly suffered a recurrence of the disease, and over the next three years he suffered two more recurrences and endured three additional chemotherapy/steroid treatment protocols. We had resigned ourselves to combatting this disease as a chronic condition when the LCH finally relented when Ian was five years old. He is currently doing fantastic. He loves school, is an avid soccer player, and enjoys riding his bike and playing with his friends and is a sophomore in college! 
Regardless of where Ian’s health takes us, we are forever changed by this disease and this journey. We intend to keep pushing for a cure, to keep raising money and awareness, so that no other child or family has to face the heartache, fear, and physical distress that Ian endured. Please consider donating to our sixteenth hike in honor of Ian, in tribute to his perseverance, and in hope for a better future for him and all those affected by histiocytosis. We sincerely thank you for your support.
